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It only takes 2-3 
hours of work per 
week to prevent 

learning loss over 
the summer

~Orton-Gillingham



Alphabet Talk 

Recognition / Formation / Sounds
❏ Read alphabet books
❏ Point out letters and sounds you see everyday
❏ Play with letter shapes and sounds
❏ Use your child’s name

Playing with the Alphabet , (lower and upper case)

Write a letter on an index card
❏ Tape them around the house. Call out a letter/sound for 

your child to find.
❏ Alphabet pick up
❏ Write letters in shaving cream/pudding/ sand  
❏ Wikki Stixs
❏ Alphabet Song

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DHr0DSxk6BSFTz_HFqiBJP8MfEhvlZKmmT1kRzDSXo8/edit?usp=sharing


❏ K-4- Sonday Essentials  (Winsorlearning.com)

❏ High Frequency Words 
❏ Sound out (that) 
❏ Cannot sound out (said) 
❏ Importance to your child’s progression in 

reading and fluency 

❏ Be a high frequency word coach
❏ Reading  
❏ spelling
 

❏ Fry Word Lists 

BTS Phonics World 

https://www.winsorlearning.com/sonday-system-E
https://sightwords.com/sight-words/fry/#lists


Practice 
❏ Dive “n” Spell 
❏ Wikki sticks 
❏ Throw a ball
❏ Seashell scavenger hunt with letters & words 
❏ Spray bottle 
❏ Window markers
❏ Shaving cream 
❏ Playdough 
❏ Legos 
❏ Paint 
❏ Drawing apps on ipads 
❏ Magnetic letter tiles 
❏ Pop-its
❏ Side walk chalk



Reading Targets
  ❏ Sight word acquisition 

❏ Vocabulary 

❏ Comprehension 

❏ Fluency 

Without these targets reading can be challenging



A Day in the Life of a BTS Reader 

❏ Alphabet 
❏ Phonemic awareness 
❏ Phonics 
❏ Small group reading (guided reading)

❏ decodable 
❏ non-controlled text

❏ Read alouds
❏ Listen to reading 

❏ Somerset County Library (FREE audio 
books) 



Types of Books

Decodables

❏ Matches phonics 
instruction and 
gives children 
practice sounding 
out words.

Non-Controlled Text 

❏ Passages with 
familiar and 
unfamiliar 
phonics patterns. 

https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com/wp-content/uploads/books/9-Dot-and-Dan/mobile/index.html#p=1
https://www.getepic.com/


Where To find Decodables 

❏ Decodable Room
❏ Ex: Flyleaf Publishing 

❏ Books for Purchase
❏ Alphabet Series 
❏ Spire 
❏ PAF- By EPS 

https://www.rainbowresource.com/product/055725/Alphabet-Series-Volume-1-Starter-Set.html
https://eps.schoolspecialty.com/spire


Letter 
Tiles

Home 
Resource 
Connection 

Heart 
Word 
Magic

http://pigeonpresents.com/
https://rolls.bublup.com/abctutor/free-decodable-books
https://dogonalogbooks.com/
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/decodable-text-sources
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/sites/default/files/countdown_decodable_passages_0.pdf
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/lettertiles/
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/lettertiles/
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/homeconnection/
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/homeconnection/
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/homeconnection/
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic
https://sites.google.com/site/guidedreadingad/decodable?fbclid=IwAR3ItHNBpZdEiuS5MgYp6Bru6gQMyM9XI-GWBONLSHlIwFK4MmoSPCOsqMk
https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com/


Where To find 
Non-Controlled Text 

❏ Local library 

❏ Book stores 

❏ Amazon 

❏ Scholastic 

❏ Reading Rockets for parents 



Just Right Books 

❏ Interests 

❏ Fiction & Non-Fiction 

❏ Series 

❏ 3-5 finger rule 

❏ The librarian is your BEST friend!  



When Your Child is 
Stuck on a Word 

PSST! 
P - point  S - sound  S- say T - think



Vocabulary

❏ acquired through  exposure to words in 
reading and listening

❏ through instruction 

Consider reading a series to your child:
 

Magic Tree House
Who/What Series 
Boxcar Children

Owl Diaries
Cam Jansen 
Harry Potter

Lord of the Rings

Vocabulary continuously expands and deepens 



Fluency

Read effortlessly with expression 

❏ I read, you read
❏ Read together
❏ Read along with audio books
❏ Poems, nursery rhymes



Fluency
Jan

Jan’s tiny 
Jan’s tiny fuzzy 

Jan’s tiny, cute, fuzzy kitty
Jan’s tiny, cute, fuzzy kitty dives deep. 

Jan’s cute, fuzzy kitty dives deep in a misty 
Jan’s tiny, cute kitty dives deep in a misty lake. 

Jan’s tiny, cute, fuzzy kitty dives deep in a misty lake 
and finds a huge, black whale! 

Reading Pathways 

https://www.amazon.com/Reading-Pathways-Exercises-Improve-Fluency/dp/0787992895


Comprehension
Predict 
What do you think will happen next?
What will the character do next?

Retell the story by writing or 
drawing  
❏ Characters
❏ Setting
❏ Problem /Solution 

Sequence action in story
❏ Write or draw.

Talk about new words!

What is the author trying to teach 
us? 

Ask probing questions 
 "I wonder why the character did 
that?" 
 "How do you think the character 
felt?”

Read material in short sections, 
making sure your child understands 
each section. 

Discuss what your child has learned 
from reading nonfiction text



Contact Us: 
Mrs. Barbara Alfieri: balfieri@bedminsterschool.org 

(908) 234- 0768 ext: 115

Ms. Carolyn Spero: cspero@bedminsterschool.org 
(908) 234- 0768 ext: 113  

mailto:balfieri@bedminsterschool.org
mailto:cspero@bedminsterschool.org

